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'Group pushing for fishing as a highscbool ~po~~
- ~ . - - ... ~

us their e-mail addresses to get updates on . rivers in the coun.tryann receive help .from . which ai:e dtiv.enby a boat captain Who
our propOsal,"Neporadny sai<L"Wenever toP-n9tch anglers anQbass clubs willing wotild follow~the direction~ of the~stu-
had any principal say that itwouldn't work to provide boats, tacKle and knowledge. dents to the' aesired fishing locati6I1~A .
at their school once we explained the pro:" 'about fishing to help the schools start their strict speed limit of 25 mp!! w()~I<J-~be'
gram. One of them said he wanted to be own teams." 'enfor~ed. Once at the location, the sfu- '
the coach of the fishing team." Teams could compete in bank-bourid. dents,could take over control of-the boat·

. With~en:oughsupport from principals, tournam~nts during the reguJar season . via a trolling motor., '
fishing could be brought,to a vote by the and hold ev.entsfor catching species other "Boat captains can be any angle~wlio
)vlSHf)AA next spring. If apprqved by'a than black bass including catfish, crap~ volunte,ers to serve," Neporadny'said
"simple majority, the' state a~sociation, pie or all-fish contfSts .. ,"Badl scnool board could, hire 'the boat

", wouidsanction sectio~al qualitYing tour- . " "The statesectionals,~d champion-" cap~:;lihsto 'the, ~choolstaff as,unpai4
naments and a state championship.!f', " ship Will be set upcas '~ass' tournament~, vo)li6teers. In Hlinois, the boat\~~taln,s

'''Durillg these tough economiCtimes, but during the year tqe kids ~an also learn ~had to be fingerprinted and had a.l::iack-
this is"a low-c~st activity higll schools' aboutany kind ,of fishing," Neporadriy' ground check done'." .

~ fishing as a competitive sport. ,can start to get more student participa- said. "They' could have casting Helpmg NeporadnY ~eadthe charge
Illinois held the first-ever high school tion and get them mvolved in an outdoox:- con!ests and fishing quizzes to deteni:lilleare a former school superintendent, a

fishing yhamp~onship in 2Q09. pastime they can enjoy the rest of their· their fishingskills,outobviouslythe schools teacher, a high school principal, and two .
Angler and outdoor writer John lives," Neponidny said. "Not everyone that do have the kids'go fishing will have bass fishing association leaders, he said.

Neporadny Jr. of Lake Ozark had high can throw a footb(!11with.a tight spiral or an advantage going into sectionals." . ,For more infonnationabout the,pro-
, hopes to make MiSSOlirithe second state smash.afast ball over the fence, but In the state sectionals and finals, an- gram check out Neporadny's WeQsite,
to offer the activity as a sanctioned sport,- nearly every student' can' cast orat least glers would' compete as four-person, www.jnoutdoors.com. of send himane- .
but Alabama appears poised to beat the hold a rod and reel to catch a fish. Fishing teams with two bOats per school. The mail atjohn@jnoutdoors.com.
Show-Me State to the punch, he said. provides an equaJ opportunity for all kids total weight of all fish caught by all four The site includes printable forms for

Jefferson Comity student.s who to compete for their school in a state team members counts for that school in students to circulate in their schools to
might be interested in' helping the cause· championsliip." th~ team competition. The angler with the' support the proposal and a list of bass
can ask their high school principaho pick Large and small schools could all heaviest overall catch would be crowned clubs "and businesses that supports the .
up information next week, Oct. 4-5, at - compete on and an ,even basis, and be-, as the individual state champion. activity.
. the Missouri Association of Secondary cause the sport is co-ed, it wouldnffer Illinois found that most schpols had
,School Principals meeting in Columbia.oppoqUmties for boys and girls. ~ .. staff members who were anxious to help John J. Winkelman. ls commU!iica-'
Neporadny and his gtoup will have a dis- «An all-girls Catholic school in Chi- a localteam, Neporadily said. The first-' tionscoordin(Jtor at Jefferson Rf;ijjQi:tal
play at the meeting arid answer questions' caga: had '19 girls sign up for the~pro- year program attracted 199 sch00ls and ..'Mr:;diea/;penteranaas~t)e!atee~jJor:w{th
about the prop()sal. . ", gram and their foilr-memberteain made., ',2,496 students, including 269 girlS. ~e ' OUY!l(():;:G1)ide'trtdga:iiri~. Ify-" ye,
. ,t~::'Y:Iif,:attended ,'a,:principals' meedpg ,thest;lte champi6nship,"Neporadny said. program offers teaching:oppotiUl}ities,iil:' q11estib1!!s,t£;ofY/ments '~r,ideas ' he'

'in:/tlfe spFingcat,:Yake"Of the Oz~ks and, "In Missouri, students will be 'able, to biology, meteorology and math. . , ,Le' .' ," .,'utdooK;News ppge, se.nd an e-
tAlked to' about 70 2t1ncipals who gave compete .on some' of!p-~ best -I ~ '~and Students would fiQtoperate the boats, '~tnai1 ,< '!iolinw/fjpol. ?om.

:'.""C+. .. . _ _ "'~ .•~<:,=.:.,. :",.,,'-0 ~~":''''fi. ..'~. 1\:". ~'-:; '. ~<.,~.-,

Scrogginsmakingp~os~tiv~iwpressionwith Jefferson Migh grlClders
. -', ~ ~-~1ir ...: .%J''''''' ~""'~

and were hickytQ"~;~ap~'~tli';i win. .
. -2. Ii was'obviolis"in watcl$ga:bopr
20 seconds ~h~tFestus, Qnly .gJ~~~g .
:tbO-'lI:TCU::lIo'L:. o.hJJ ~.C\ - ~:i.~J;. :h~~~ ii;.K.•.~_n;¥o

Students coUldhave a new opportu- ,
city to compete for'their schools if
a group of anglers and educators

can convince the Missouri State High
School Activities Association to approve .
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its second game andcgaveCrystal City all
1t ~nuJd hnndl o:::roC' X-"UOtoo"lr- J.2A C\-Qo~_' +h.or.

to be Jefferson) top starters next spring.
2. Cody Stites, Matt's older brother

who was part of the Festus Legion·
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http://www.jnoutdoors.com.
mailto:atjohn@jnoutdoors.com.

